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Call for Applications 

11th Round of COMETiN@GraduateAcademy 2026/2027 

 

COMETiN – OVGU Mentoring Program 

COMETiN@GraduateAcademy is an interdisciplinary program offered by the Graduate Academy 
at Otto von Guericke University Magdeburg. It supports female researchers in various stages of 
their academic careers on their individual paths through academia—providing space for 
reflection, orientation, and bold decisions. 

The program focuses on developing a professional profile, consciously addressing career issues, 
and building sustainable collegial relationships. COMETiN opens up new perspectives through 
mentoring, facilitated peer exchanges, workshops, and empowerment sessions. 

The program has a modular structure and includes: 

• •    Group coaching (in German/English), 
• •    Mentoring (optional throughout the year), 
• •    Tailored training sessions, and 
• •    Structured networking formats, including alumni engagement. 

It runs for one year: October 2026 through October 2027—bilingual (German/English) or English-
first. (For details on the timeline, see the schedule) 

 

Who can participate? 

COMETiN is aimed at: 

• Advanced doctoral candidates, postdocs, assistant professors, and group leaders 
• Female researchers with unique career paths or at career turning points (“wildcard 

principle”) 
• International female researchers 
• Women with family responsibilities 

 

 

 

https://www.ga.ovgu.de/
https://www.ga.ovgu.de/
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Requirements: 

• Affiliation with OVGU or the Magdeburg/Saxony-Anhalt research community 
• Commitment to participate for one year 
• Openness to collegial reflection and empowerment processes 
• Availability and willingness to prioritize the program in your daily life 

Note: COMETiN is a structurally integrated program offered by the OVGU Graduate Academy for 

advanced female researchers. If you are just starting your doctoral studies or are looking for 

initial guidance, you will find well-suited formats in the MeCoSa program as well as in the 

Graduate Academy’s diverse portfolio. We would be happy to advise you individually on which 

program best fits your path at this time. 

 

Application Details for the 11th COMETiN Cohort (2026–2027)  

Application Period: July 1 through August 31, 2026 
Submit via email to: cometin@ovgu.de 
Subject Line: Application COMETiN@GraduateAcademy 2026/2027 (in English or German) 

Please answer the following questions in your application (see application form & 
statement of purpose/letter of motivation): 
 

1. What is your current professional role? (see form)  
(e.g., research focus, teaching, everyday challenges) 

2. Why do you want to participate in COMETiN? (Motivation)  
(What are you hoping to gain? What topics are currently important to you?) 

3. How do you envision shaping your future career? (Career goals)  
(What are your visions? What are your dreams? Do you have a Plan B?) (Motivation) 

To help us get to know you and your expectations better, we’d appreciate some additional 
information (optional): What do you bring to the table? (e.g., experience, skills, perspectives, 
strengths—including what makes you unique within the group) What do you hope to gain from the 
mentoring program? How do you plan to participate? (e.g., setting priorities, incorporating it into 
your daily life, handling potential challenges such as workload or family obligations) What do you 
need to ensure a successful participation? (e.g., framework conditions, barriers, specific 
requests, or topics that are important to you) 
 
Note on Selection & Participation Fee:  
Selection is made by the COMETiN team in consultation with the Graduate Academy. Criteria 
include motivation, diversity, and fit. The participation fee is 100 euros (+ 19% VAT – total 
participation fee of 119 euros) for the entire year (to ensure commitment). 

https://www.kgc-sachsen-anhalt.de/MeCoSa.html
https://www.ga.ovgu.de/Kurse.html
mailto:cometin@ovgu.de
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Privacy Notice 

By submitting your application materials, you agree that your personal data will be processed and 
stored solely for the purpose of conducting the selection process for 
COMETiN@GraduateAcademy 2026/2027. 

The data will not be disclosed to third parties and will be deleted upon completion of the selection 
process, unless there are legal requirements to retain it. 

For more information on data protection, please visit: www.ovgu.de/datenschutz.htm 

If you have any questions regarding data protection, please contact the OVGU Data Protection 
Officer: datenschutz@ovgu.de 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Please attach the following to your application form: 
 
☐Resume (CV) 
☐ Letter of motivation for participating in the program (approx. 1 page) 
 

 
The application deadline is August 31, 2026! 

 

http://www.ovgu.de/datenschutz.htm
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COMETiN – Coaching, Mentoring & Training – in the Network

Application Form
11th Round – COMETiN@GraduateAcademy 2026 / 2027
Mentoring programme of the Graduate Academy of Otto von Guericke University Magdeburg

Submission notes
•  Application period: 1 July to 31 August 2026

•  Submit by e-mail to: cometin@ovgu.de

•  Subject: Application COMETiN@GraduateAcademy 2026/2027 (in German or English)

•  Participation fee: EUR 100 + 19 % VAT = EUR 119 for the whole year.

•  Application deadline: 31 August 2026.

Please attach to the application form:

Curriculum vitae (CV)
Letter of motivation for participation (approx. 1 page)

1.   Personal Details

First name, Last name

Title

Date of birth

Nationality

Family responsibilities and other: children
(number, year of birth)

Address and contact details (professional)

Street / House number

Postal code / City

Phone (work)

E-mail (work)

E-mail (private – for alumnae network)

Phone (for queries) – mobile

Billing address details (participation fee
EUR 119)

1.1 Language skills

German language skills English language skills

Native language Native language

business fluent (spoken & written) business fluent (spoken & written)

fluent fluent

advanced basic knowledge advanced basic knowledge
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basic knowledge basic knowledge

1.2 Current employment / funding

Institution

Department

Current position

Staff / personnel responsibility Yes No

Start of position

Budget-funded
position

permanent
fixed-term
until:

Third-party funded position
fixed-term
until:

Scholarship until:

Other:

2.   Academic and / or professional qualification

Doctoral candidate,
since:

Postdoctoral
researcher, since:

Habilitation candidate,
since:

Junior professor,
since:

Private lecturer
(Privatdozentin), since:

Professional
qualification as:

Studies

Degree programme

Subjects

University / Faculty

Degree / Final grade / Year of graduation

Doctorate

Field of dissertation

Dissertation title

University / Faculty / Institute

Start and (expected) completion

Doctoral grade (if applicable)

Habilitation / current research project

Please briefly describe your current research
project or habilitation topic

Do you have further research foci? If so,
which?
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Have you already completed your habilitation
or equivalent achievements?

Faculty at which the doctorate / habilitation is
being pursued

Desired career goal / field of activity

Other qualifications

Professional experience

Further training / additional qualification

International experience

Experiences (also personal), competencies,
perspectives, strengths – also in terms of what
makes you special within the group

3.   Programme participation
Are there periods during which you cannot participate in the programme?

no

yes from: to: from: to:

Have you already taken part in a mentoring or other qualification programme?

no

yes, university / institution:

Programme name / period:

How did you hear about COMETiN?

Networking events
Within COMETiN, networking events are envisaged that enable exchange with experts from academia, politics and business. Topics and
guests can be suggested by the participants.

Suggestions for topics:

Suggestions for guests:

4.   Questions on mentoring

What do you expect or wish from your mentor?

Whom could you imagine as your mentor? (3
possible suggestions)

Please choose a person from a related field – they need not be from OVGU. The person should be at least 2 career levels above you,
and you should not be in a relationship of dependency with them (e.g. supervisor of your doctoral thesis).
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5.   Declaration
Participation in the mentoring programme entails, alongside opportunities and benefits, a number of obligations:

•  regular attendance of the events and trainings within the programme (prerequisite for receiving a certificate)

•  active shaping of the mentoring relationship

•  participation in the evaluation of the programme

•  timely notification of changes to your personal situation that are relevant to the programme / the mentoring relationship (e.g. accepting
a position, changes to contact details, difficulties in the mentoring relationship)

I hereby agree to fulfil these obligations.

I agree that the information I provide is included in the file of the COMETiN programme. The data is used exclusively for sharing with
the participants of the programme and, in anonymised form, for the evaluation of the programme.

I agree that photographs of me taken during the events may be published for the purpose of evaluating / presenting the COMETiN
programme. My rights to information, correction, deletion and blocking of the data remain unaffected.

I confirm the accuracy of the information provided:

Place, date: Name:

(Place, date) (Signature)

Data protection notice
By submitting your application documents you agree that your personal data will be processed and stored exclusively for the purpose of
carrying out the selection procedure for COMETiN@GraduateAcademy 2026/2027. The data will not be passed on to third parties and
will be deleted after completion of the selection process, unless statutory retention obligations apply. Further information:
www.ovgu.de/datenschutz.html – Contact: datenschutz@ovgu.de
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